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Schooling in Spain is state-funded and
compulsory between the ages of 6-16.

Three categories of Spanish schools:
• Public schools.
• Private schools.
• Semi-private schools.

The Organic Law 30/2020 by which is
modify The Organic Law 2/2006 and
abolish the Organic Law 8/2013.

Timetable: from 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.(2h lunch).
from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m.



Spanish Educational 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

• Parents are legally responsible
for getting their school-aged
children to school regularly
(article 226.1 of the Spanish
Penal Code).

➢ Right to education.

➢ Protection of minors.



School absenteeism does 

not receive the attention it 

deserves in Spain

● PISA reports (25-28% of school
absences in the 4th year of
secondary compulsory.

● This socio-educational reality
is scarcely visible.
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School absenteeism 

• Unjustified absence from the
classroom of a student of
compulsory school age from 6
to 16 years old (Cruz et al.,
2017).

• Mild absenteeism: 15% to 25% 
of unjustified absences.

• Serious absenteeism: 25% to 
50% of unjustified absences.

School 
absenteeism

School 
dropout

School 
failure

ImpreciseSynonymous
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❑ Data and figures School year
2021-2022: early school
leaving.

❑ Official Spanish educational
Statistics: do not mention
school absenteeism.

❑ Invisibility and lack of
public presence.

❑ Between 5 and 10% the
percentage of students of
school age affected by school
absenteeism (Barcelona).

“Facts and figures”
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3
STEPS TO COMBAT SCHOOL 

ABSENTEEISM

1 2 3 4

Teachers 
record 

absences

If absenteeism 
is detect. 

Contact family 
and student.

If absenteeism 
persists.

Contact social 
services.

If absenteeism 
persists.

Contact Juvenile 
Prosecution Service

School level intervention External bodies intervention
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* The state and regional regulations for 
the protection of minors highlight the 

right to education.
* Action protocols to combat school 

absenteeism.

* Specialized research groups.

* Difficulty in accessing statistical data 
and reports.

* Requires more intense attention from 
policy makers.

* Increase coordination: educational, 
social welfare and judicial.
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Research lines

•Theoretical reviews.
• Instrument
validations.
• School refusal and
academic and
psychological variables.
• Identification of
school refusal profiles.

We are working on:
- Multilevel studies.
- Longitudinal

studies.
- Design of new

measures.
- Meta-analysis
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Research lines

•Theoretical reviews.
• Instrument
validations.
• School refusal and
academic and
psychological
variables.
• Identification of
school refusal
profiles.

We are working on:
- Multilevel studies.
- Longitudinal

studies.
- Design of new

measures.
- Meta-analysis

Projects

• National projects (assessment
and variables).
• Region projects (profiles)

INTERNATIONAL PROJECT

SOS-ATTENDANCE

Scientific Observatory for School 
Attendance

• Disseminate reports/reserach
• Identify gaps/needs

• Offer training 
• Make the population aware of this 

problem



Thank you very much for 

your attention

carolina.gonzalvez@ua.es


